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Harper County Planning Board
And Board of Zoning Appeals

Minutes of Meeting February 18, 2020
Agenda #1   Steve Bellesine called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Harper Senior Center, Harper, Kansas.
Agenda #2  Roll call of the Planning Board was taken.   Steve Bellesine, Larry Olivier, and Kevin Alexander were present.  Recording Secretary, Jackie Keim and Zoning Administrator, Matt Booker were in attendance.  (Attendance list on file.)  
Agenda #3  Alexander made a motion to approve the agenda. Olivier seconded it. Passed 3-0.
Agenda #4 Olivier made a motion to approve the minutes for the January 27, 2020 meeting.  Alexander seconded it. Passed 3-0.
Agenda #5  Bellesine called for the public hearing of SU-01-2020 to establish 280’ wireless telecommunication facility in the A-2 Agricultural District. Steve Bellesine, board member, disqualified himself, as being a land owner in the notification area, and it was declared that a quorum of 3 were present.  Vice-chair, Olivier presided over the hearing. Proper notification was made in The Anthony Republican on January 29, 2020 and 12 real property owners were notified on January 28, 2020.  No exparte communications were received. Zoning Administrator, Matthew Booker gave a report detailing the background of the area for the tower.  Justin Owen of Branch Communications gave a presentation for the location and building of the tower.  The provider will be Pioneer Wireless. The tower will be located far enough away from the highway to be safe, if it collapses. Patrick Edwards, representing SBA Towers II, LLC, stated that they were concerned of having a tower in such close proximity.  Their tower is a quarter of a mile NE of the proposed tower.  He provided drawings and location maps of the vicinity.  He stated that the tower is at 62% capacity and the foundation capacity is at 42%. In May 2019, this tower had equipment upgrades. His argument is that the proposed tower would not improve the cell coverage in the area.  There is no evidence the new tower may or may not interfere the workings of the existing tower.   He provided a Federal Statute, Telecommunications Act of 1996 Section 704 Subsection A(7)(a) stating the location of towers and providers within the coverage area cannot discriminate with other providers.  Justin Owen of Branch also provided a Kansas statute of KSA 66-2019 (f)(2) & (3) which stated that it is not required to justify a new tower structure or to collocate equipment.  Pioneer operates under the FCC jurisdiction regulations.  No written communications were received.  The seventeen facts and findings report were reviewed.  Alexander made a motion to recommend to the Governing Body that Case # SU-01-2020 be approved for the establishment of a 280’ wireless telecommunications facility in the A-2 Agricultural District as amended subject to the seven conditions listed therein. Olivier seconded it. Passed 2-0.  Olivier returned the Chair position back to Bellesine.
Agenda #6  Bellesine called for the Application of Final Plat for Harper Station located in SW4 Section, 24, T33, R6.  This is a plat for the pump station being divided from property of Charley Wolff Trust #1.  The Board reviewed the plat and the conditions on the report.  Olivier made a motion to approve the 
Final Plat as submitted with one added condition to the Governing Body.  Alexander seconded it.  Passed 3-0.

Agenda #7  Zoning Administrator, Matthew Booker gave a zoning report.

Agenda #8  No new business was discussed 
Agenda #9  Alexander made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Olivier seconded it.  Passed 3-0.
Respectfully submitted:



 Approved by the Planning Board:

____________________Date________          _____________________Date________

Jackie M. Keim

 


Steve D. Bellesine
Recording Secretary 



Chairperson
CC: County Commissioners, Planning Board Members, Zoning Administrator, County Clerk, Planning Consultant, County Sanitarian, City Clerk Liaison Representatives, County Attorney, Economic Development Coordinator

